The 6^th^ Annual Conference of Indian Brachytherapy Society (IBS) 2016 (IBSCON 2016) was conducted by the Radiation Oncology Division of Dr. Kamakshi Memorial Hospital, Chennai, and Indian Brachytherapy Society in collaboration with Association of Radiation Oncologists of India -- Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry Chapter (AROI -- TN & PY) at Chennai from 26^th^ to 28^th^ August 2016. The theme of the conference was **"Brachytherapy -- an Immortal Art"**.

The pre-conference workshop (26^th^ August 2016) was conducted at Cancer Institute (WIA), Adyar, Chennai. The workshop included live hands-on demonstration of interstitial brachytherapy procedures for oropharyngeal cancer (base of tongue), and intra-operative brachytherapy for soft tissue sarcoma of gluteal region. The procedures were performed by the national experts in the operating room and beamed live to the hall. The entire procedure, imaging, principles of planning, plan evaluation, and tips & tricks were explained to the delegates. The workshop was attended by approximately 250 delegates.

The next two days (27^th^ and 28^th^ August 2016) of the conference was held at Hyatt Regency, Chennai, India. These 2 days were dedicated to new horizons in brachytherapy including brachy-physics, radiobiology, clinical research, clinical outcome, and ongoing research. The conference was attended by 300 delegates, which has been the largest meeting ever for the IBS. The scientific programme was an academic feast to all the delegates as we had an incredible gathering of renowned National and International faculties sharing their brachytherapy experiences. Professor Richard Pötter from Medical University Vienna, known for his pioneering research and exemplary contribution in the field of 'image guided brachytherapy', delivered the 'key note address'. During the inaugural ceremony, a brachytherapy specialists section of IBS and the new IBS website was inaugurated. Apart from invited scientific deliberations, best paper, proffered papers, and posters were discussed. The details of various sessions are as shown in the scientific program. The highlights of the 1st day included recent advances in brachytherapy sources, need for quality assurance programs, radiobiology of HDR brachytherapy, key note address, GYN brachy session with introduction of ICRU 89, Indian experience of IGABT, recent advances in treatment of endometrial cancer, breast brachytherapy advances, especially APBI and its current status, brachytherapy in ophthalmic tumors and pediatric tumors, and an interesting debate on robotic surgery versus brachytherapy in prostate cancers. The 1^st^ day was concluded by the general assembly of the IBS. The 2^nd^ day conference included the best paper presentations, poster discussions, head and neck brachytherapy update on nasopharyngeal cancer experience in India, salvage brachytherapy options and ongoing research studies, and other brachytherapy accessible sites including esophageal, endo-bronchial and endo-biliary cancers. During the conference, around 36 selected abstracts were discussed about best paper, proffered paper, and poster discussion sessions.

Indian Brachytherapy Society would like to acknowledge Radiation Oncology Division of Dr. Kamakshi Memorial Hospital, Chennai and Association of Radiation Oncologists' of India -- Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry Chapter (AROI -- TN & PY) for hosting the 6^th^ Annual Conference of IBS 2016 (IBSCON 2016). IBS would also sincerely thank the gold, silver, and bronze sponsors Elekta, Varian, and Bebig, respectively, and other sponsors for their generous contribution towards Annual IBS activities 2016 including the IBSCON 2016. Finally, IBS would like to thank the national faculty, all the IBS members, office bearers, and others for their contribution in making IBSCON 2016 Conference a big success!
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**(26^th^ to 28^th^ August)**

**In collaboration with ARO I (TN & PY chapter)**

**Pre-conference workshop: 26th August 2016, Friday**

**Venue: Cancer Institute (WIA), Adyar, Chennai**

  ---------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  **9:00-9:05 a.m.**     Welcome address by Dr. G. Selvaluxmy

  **9:05-9:30 a.m.**     Inauguration of the workshop by Dr. V. Shanta, Dr. G. Selvaluxmy, Dr. B. Selvamani, Dr. R.L. Bhalavat, Dr. U. Mahantshetty, Dr. V. Srinivasan

  **9:30-9:45 a.m.**     Overview including objective of the workshop by Dr. G. Selvaluxmy

  **9:45-10:00 a.m.**    I case introduction -- oropharynx (base of tongue) by Dr. Alexander John

  **10:00-10:30 a.m.**   Oropharynx brachytherapy -- procedure outline by Dr. Nisar Syed

  **10:30-12:30 p.m.**   Live demonstration -- head & neck\
                         From OT: Dr. R.L. Bhalavat, Dr. Alexander John, Dr. K. Gunaseelan, Dr. Harish Kumar\
                         From floor: Dr. K.S. Kirushna Kumar, Dr. Ashutosh Mukerjee, Dr. Alex A. Prasad

  **12:30-1:00 p.m.**    Planning outline by physics team H&N (Dr. Vivekanandan & Dr. A. Murugan)

                         

  **1:00-1:45 p.m.**     **Lunch break**

  **1:45-2:00 p.m.**     II case -- soft tissue sarcoma -- intraoperative brachytherapy

  **2:00-2:15 p.m.**     Soft tissue sarcoma implant -- procedure outline by Dr. Manish Chandra

  **2:15-2:30 p.m.**     Brachytherapy planning principles by Dr. T. Naveen

  **2:30-4:00 p.m.**     Live demonstration -- soft tissue sarcoma\
                         From OT: Dr. S. Laskar, Dr. D. Saritha, Dr. V. Balasundaram\
                         From floor: Dr. R. Rathnadevi, Dr. B. Subathira, Dr. J. Surendran

  **4:00-4:45 p.m.**     Brachytherapy planning -- STS case demo (SV Jamema & Ms. X. Sidonia Valas)

  **4:45-5:00 p.m.**     Sum up

  **7:00 p.m.**          IBS Executive Committee meeting at Grand Hyatt
  ---------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Theme: "BRACHYTHERAPY -- AN IMMORT AL ART" Venue: Hyatt Regency, Chennai {#sec1.1}
------------------------------------------------------------------------

### DAY 1: 27^th^ August 2016, Saturday

  ----------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  **8:30 a.m.**           Registration desk opens

  **9:00-9:10 a.m.**      Welcome address by Organizing Secretary

  **9:10-10:10 a.m.**     **Brachytherapy physics and radiobiology session (20 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Prof. A. Vasanthan, Dr. A.N. Vaithyshwaran Newer brachytherapy sources: Prof. ThayalanQA program for brachytherapy: Dr. S.V. JamemaRadiobiology of HDR brachytherapy: Dr. Manoj Gupta

  **10:10-10:40 a.m.**    **Proffered papers (4 papers: 8 minutes + 2 minutes discussion)**

                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. Alex A. Prasad, Dr. S. Laskar

  **10:40-11:00 a.m.**    **Tea break**

  **11:00-11:30 a.m.**    **Inauguration of the Conference**

  **11:30-12:15 p.m.**    

                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. R. Bhalavat, Dr. U. Mahantshetty (IBS President and Secretary)\
                          **Key note address:** Prof. Richard Pötter

  **12:15-1:15 p.m.**     **GYN session -- recent concepts & evidence (15 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. G. Amarnath, Prof. Subashini John Transition from 2D to 3D Brachytherapy in cervical cancer: Dr. U. MahantshettyGEC-ESTRO ICRU concepts: Prof. Richard PötterOptimizing radiation therapy for early endometrial cancer -- with special emphasis on BT: Dr. D.N. SharmaBetter local control and no proctitis with improvised technique of brachytherapy: Dr. Manish Chandra

  **1:15-2:00 p.m.**      **Lunch. VIDEO presentation: GYN: Prof. Richard Pötter/Umesh Mahantshetty**

  **2:00-2:40 p.m.**      **Advances in breast brachytherapy (20 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. S. Krishnan, Dr. Sumana Prem Kumar Target definition and selection criteria for Breast BT: Dr. K. GunaseelanEvidence for APBI -- local control, toxicities, and cosmetic outcomes: Dr. R. Subramaniam

  **2:40-3:25 p.m.**      **Miscellaneous (15 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. S. Vijayaraghavan, Dr. M. Balu David Brachytherapy in ophthalmic tumors: Dr. Vijayanand P. ReddyBrachytherapy in pediatric tumors: Dr. S. LaskarHDR brachytherapy in rectal and anal canal cancers: Dr. Thomas Ram

  **3:25-3:50 p.m.**      **Vendor presentation/discussion**\
                          ELEKTA: 10 minutes (8 minutes + 2 minutes discussion)VARIAN: 7 minutes (5 minutes + 2 minutes discussion)BEBIG: 5 minutes

  **3:50-4:10 p.m.**      **Tea break**

  **4:10-5:00 p.m.**      **Prostate HDR brachytherapy (15 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. Sanjay Chandrasekar, Dr. L. Padmanabhan Monotherapy in intermediate and high risk disease: Dr. Simon PavamaniSalvage re-irradiation with HDR BT: Dr. P. MahadevDebate: Robotic surgery vs. brachytherapy in early prostate cancers\
                          **Moderator: Dr. K.S. Kirushna Kumar** In favor of HDR Brachy: Dr. Vivek J. Anand (7 minutes)In favor of robotic surgery: Dr. Ananth Sivaraman (Uro Oncologist) (7 minutes) Rebuttal: Total 5 minutes (2.5 minutes each)

  **5:00-6:00 p.m.**      **Proffered papers (6 papers: 8 minutes +2 minutes discussion)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. Vidhya, Dr. Alexander John

  **6:00-7:00 p.m.**      Annual General Body Meeting -- For IBS Members only

  **7:30 p.m. onwards**   Dinner
  ----------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

### DAY 2: 28th August 2016, Sunday

  ----------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  **9:00-10:10 a.m.**     Best paper (4 papers: 40 minutes) and poster discussion (30 minutes)\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. V. Srinivasan, Dr. Pooja Nandwani Patel

  **10:10-10:30 a.m.**    **Tea break**

  **10:30-11:50 a.m.**    **Head and neck brachytherapy (20 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. Janos Stumpf, Dr. R. Bilimagga Brachytherapy in naso-pharyngeal cancers: Dr. Ashutosh MukherjeeSalvage brachytherapy: Dr. R.L. BhalavatEBRT and brachytherapy boost in head & neck cancers -- recent evidence: Dr. Ashwini BudrukkarOngoing studies and potential research avenues: Dr. Koushik

  **11:50-12:50 p.m.**    **Accessible sites session (20 minutes each)**\
                          **Chairpersons:** Dr. S. Saravanan, Dr. Subrata Saha Intraluminal HDR BT for esophageal cancers: Dr. K. Sateesh BabuEndobronchial brachytherapy: Dr. Pooja Nandwani PatelMould brachytherapy -- JIPMER experience: Dr. Ashutosh Mukherjee

  **12:50-1:00 p.m.**     Wrap up

  **1:00-1:15 p.m.**      Valedictory function

  **1:15 p.m. onwards**   **Lunch**
  ----------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  Applicator     Mean D~2cc~bladder (Gy)   Mean ICRUbladder (Gy)   Mean D~2cc~rectum (Gy)   Mean ICRUrectum (Gy)   ICRU/D~2cc~ratio bladder   ICRU/D~2cc~ratio rectum
  -------------- ------------------------- ----------------------- ------------------------ ---------------------- -------------------------- -------------------------
  Tandem-ring    6.57                      5.56                    3.95                     5                      0.847                      1.265
  Tandem-ovoid   7.30                      5.63                    4.79                     5.65                   0.772                      1.179
